
 
 

Progression in Geography  

We use Developmental Matters as Non-statutory curriculum guidance for the Early Years Foundation Stage. 

3- and 4-year olds will be learning to: 

Use all their senses in hands-on exploration of natural materials.  
Explore collections of materials with similar and/or different properties.  
Talk about what they see, using a wide vocabulary 
Know that there are different countries in the world and talk about the differences they have experienced or seen in photos. 
 
Children in reception will be learning to: 

Draw information from a simple map 
Recognise some similarities and differences between life in this country and life in other countries. 
Explore the natural world around them 
Understand the effect of changing seasons on the natural world around them. 
Describe what they see, hear and feel whilst outside. 
 
The EYFS profile is a statutory assessment of children's attainment.  At the end of the Early Years Foundation Stage children should be able to: 

Describe their immediate environment using knowledge from observation, discussion, stories, non-fiction texts, and maps 
Explain some similarities and differences between life in this country and life in other countries, drawing on knowledge from stories, non-fiction texts and – when 
appropriate – maps 
Explore the natural world around them, making observations and drawing pictures of animals and plants;  
Know some similarities and differences between the natural world around them and contrasting environments, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in 
class;  
Understand some important processes and changes in the natural world around them, including the seasons. 
 
The national curriculum for geography aims to ensure that all pupils: 

• develop contextual knowledge of the location of globally significant places – both terrestrial and marine – including their defining physical and human 

characteristics and how these provide a geographical context for understanding the actions of processes 

• understand the processes that give rise to key physical and human geographical features of the world, how these are interdependent and how they bring about 

spatial variation and change over time 

• are competent in the geographical skills needed to: 



 
 

• collect, analyse and communicate with a range of data gathered through experiences of fieldwork that deepen their understanding of geographical processes 

• interpret a range of sources of geographical information, including maps, diagrams, globes, aerial photographs and Geographical Information Systems (GIS) 

• communicate geographical information in a variety of ways, including through maps, numerical and quantitative skills and writing at length 

Key stage 1 

Pupils should develop knowledge about the world, the United Kingdom and their locality. They should understand basic subject-specific vocabulary relating to human and 

physical geography and begin to use geographical skills, including first-hand observation, to enhance their locational awareness. 

Key Stage 2 

Pupils should extend their knowledge and understanding beyond the local area to include the United Kingdom and Europe, North and South America. This will include the 

location and characteristics of a range of the world’s most significant human and physical features. They should develop their use of geographical knowledge, 

understanding and skills to enhance their locational and place knowledge. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Pupils should 

be taught to: 

Early Years Key Stage 1 Lower Key Stage 2 Upper Key Stage 2 

Class One Class Two Class Three 

Nursery  Reception Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Locational 

Knowledge 

Name and locate 
areas around school 
and grounds  

Name, locate and 
recognise features and 
places of the school 
setting. Know that 
school is in Raughton 
Head near Carlisle 

Name and locate the 

four countries of the 

United Kingdom and a 

surrounding sea  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Name some of the 

seven continents and 

oceans 

 

 

Name, locate and 

identify characteristics 

of the four countries 

and capital cities of the 

United Kingdom and 

its surrounding seas. 

 

Name and locate the 

world’s seven 

continents and five 

oceans. 

 

Name and locate 

counties and cities of 

the United Kingdom, 

geographical regions 

and their identifying 

human and physical 

characteristics, key 

topographical features 

(including hills, 

mountains, coasts and 

rivers), and land-use 

patterns; and 

understand how some 

of these aspects have 

changed over time. 

Locate the world’s 

countries, using maps 

to focus on Europe 

(including the location 

of Russia) and North 

and South America, 

concentrating on their 

environmental regions, 

key physical and 

human characteristics, 

countries, and major 

cities. 

 

Identify the position 

and significance of 

latitude, longitude, 

Equator, Northern 

Hemisphere, Southern 

Hemisphere, the 

Tropics of Cancer and 

Capricorn, Arctic and 

Antarctic Circle, the 

Prime/Greenwich 

Meridian and time 

zones (including day 

and night). 

Identify the position 

and significance of 

latitude, longitude, 

Equator, Northern 

Hemisphere, Southern 

Hemisphere, the 

Tropics of Cancer and 

Capricorn, Arctic and 

Antarctic Circle, the 

Prime/Greenwich 

Meridian and time 

zones (including day 

and night). 

Place 

Knowledge 

The World has lots of 
different places 

Globes and maps can 
show us the location of 
different places around 
the world. 

Understand 

geographical 

similarities and 

differences through 

studying the human 

and physical 

geography of Carlisle 

in relation to Brazil 

Understand 

geographical 

similarities and 

differences through 

studying the human 

and physical 

geography of England 

in relation to Somalia 

Identify the location of 

hot and cold areas of 

the world in relation to 

the Equator and the 

North and South 

Poles.  

 

Understand 

geographical 

similarities and 

differences through the 

study of human and 

physical geography of 

England and Italy, and 

a region in North 

America. 

Understand 

geographical 

similarities and 

differences through the 

study of human and 

physical geography of 

a region of the United 

Kingdom, a region in a 

European country, and 

a region in North 

America. 

Understand 

geographical 

similarities and 

differences through the 

study of human and 

physical geography of 

a region of the United 

Kingdom, a region in a 

European country, and 

a region in South 

America. 

Human and 

Physical 

Geography 

Seasonal change 
around us: leaves fall 
off trees in autumn 
 
 
Human features of the 
immediate 
environment include 
the school, the 
playground, streets 
and houses. 
 
Physical features 
include, fields, rivers 
and hills we can see 
from the playground 

There are four 
seasons in the year 
 
 
 
Large physical 
features include rivers, 
mountains, oceans 
and the coastline. 

Identify seasonal and 

daily weather patterns 

in the United Kingdom. 

 

Physical features are 

naturally-created 

features of the Earth 

key physical features, 

including: beach, cliff, 

coast, forest, hill, 

mountain, sea, ocean, 

river, soil, valley, 

vegetation, season 

and weather 

Human features are 
man-made and include 
factories, farms, 

A physical feature is 

one that forms 

naturally, and can 

change over time due 

to weather and other 

forces. 

 

key physical features, 

including: beach, cliff, 

coast, forest, hill, 

mountain, sea, ocean, 

river, soil, valley, 

vegetation, season 

and weather 

 

Describe and 

understand key 

aspects of: 

physical geography, 
including: climate 
zones, biomes and 
vegetation belts, 
rivers, mountains, 
volcanoes and 
earthquakes, and the 
water cycle 
 
human geography, 
including: types of 
settlement and land 
use, economic activity 
including trade links, 
and the distribution of 
natural resources 

Describe and 

understand key 

aspects of: 

physical geography, 
including: climate 
zones, biomes and 
vegetation belts, 
rivers, mountains, 
volcanoes and 
earthquakes, and the 
water cycle 
 
Human features can 
be interconnected by 
function, type and 
transport links. 

Describe and 

understand key 

aspects of: 

physical geography, 
including: climate 
zones, biomes and 
vegetation belts, 
rivers, mountains, 
volcanoes and 
earthquakes, and the 
water cycle 
 

Transport networks 

can be tangible, such 

as rails, roads or 

canals, or intangible, 

such as air and sea 

corridors. These 

Describe and 

understand key 

aspects of: 

physical geography, 
including: climate 
zones, biomes and 
vegetation belts, 
rivers, mountains, 
volcanoes and 
earthquakes, and the 
water cycle 
 

 

 

The distribution of and 

access to natural 

resources, cultural 

influences and 



 
 

houses, offices, ports, 
harbours and shops. 
Landmarks and 
monuments are 
features of a 
landscape, city or town 
that are easily seen 
and recognised from a 
distance. They also 
help someone to 
establish and describe 
a location. 

Human features are 

man-made and include 

castles, towers, 

schools, hospitals, 

bridges, shops, 

tunnels, monuments, 

airports and roads. 

People use human 

features in different 

ways. For example, an 

airport can be used for 

work or leisure and a 

harbour can be used 

for industry or travel. 

including energy, food, 
minerals and water. 

networks link places 

together and allow for 

the movement of 

people and goods. 

Transport networks 

are usually built where 

there is a high demand 

for the movement of 

people or goods. They 

run between places 

where journeys start or 

finish, such as airports, 

bus stations, ferry 

terminals or railway 

stations. 

economic activity are 

significant factors in 

community life in a 

settlement. 

Geographical 

Skills and 

Fieldwork 

 

 

Strengthened 

by Forest 

School 

Fieldwork involves 

going on a walk in our 

local area 

 

 

Fieldwork involves 

going on a walk in our 

local area, visiting the 

Church and other local 

landmarks 

 

Use simple fieldwork 

and observational 

skills to study the 

geography of school 

and its grounds and 

the key human and 

physical features of its 

surrounding 

environment.  

 

 

 

 

 

       Use world maps, 

atlases and globes to 

identify the United 

Kingdom and its 

countries, as well as 

the countries, 

continents and oceans 

studied at this key 

stage. 

Use aerial 

photographs and plan 

perspectives to 

recognise landmarks 

and basic human and 

physical features; 

devise a simple map; 

and use and construct 

basic symbols in a 

key.  

Use 4 compass 

directions (and 

locational and 

directional language to 

describe the location 

of features and routes 

on a map. 

Use maps, atlases, 

globes and 

digital/computer 

mapping to locate 

countries and describe 

features studied. 

 

Use the 8 points of a 

compass, 4-figure grid 

references, symbols 

and key (including the 

use of Ordnance 

Survey maps) to build 

their knowledge of the 

United Kingdom and 

the wider world. 

 

Use fieldwork to 

observe, measure 

record and present the 

human and physical 

features in the local 

area using a range of 

methods, including 

sketch maps, plans 

and graphs, and digital 

technologies. 

Use maps, atlases, 

globes and 

digital/computer 

mapping to locate 

countries and describe 

features studied. 

 

Use the 8 points of a 

compass, 4-figure grid 

references, symbols 

and key (including the 

use of Ordnance 

Survey maps) to build 

their knowledge of the 

United Kingdom and 

the wider world. 

 

Use fieldwork to 

observe, measure 

record and present the 

human and physical 

features in the local 

area using a range of 

methods, including 

sketch maps, plans 

and graphs, and digital 

technologies. 

Use maps, atlases, 

globes and 

digital/computer 

mapping to locate 

countries and describe 

features studied. 

 

Use the 8 points of a 

compass, 4- and 6-

figure grid references, 

symbols and key 

(including the use of 

OS maps) to build their 

knowledge of the 

United Kingdom and 

the wider world. 

 

Use fieldwork to 

observe, measure 

record and present the 

human and physical 

features in the local 

area using a range of 

methods;  sketch 

maps, plans and 

graphs, and digital 

technologies. 

Use maps, atlases, 

globes and 

digital/computer 

mapping to locate 

countries and describe 

features studied. 

 

Use the 8 points of a 

compass, 4- and 6-

figure grid references, 

symbols and key 

(including the use of 

OS maps) to build their 

knowledge of the 

United Kingdom and 

the wider world. 

 

Use fieldwork to 

observe, measure 

record and present the 

human and physical 

features in the local 

area using a range of 

methods, including 

sketch maps, plans 

and graphs, and digital 

technologies. 
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