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Dear parents, 
 
Firstly, I hope that you have had a peaceful break away from the hustle and bustle of school life. On behalf of all the 
staff I would like to take this opportunity to thank you all for your generous gifts before we broke up. They are all 
very much appreciated.  
 
The end of term was certainly a busy one and it has to be said after our arrival to a flooded school yesterday it hasn’t 
been any quieter.  Fortunately, we have been lucky to have so many people pull together to safely say we are fully 
operational again.   
 
There is due to be some changes in the teaching arrangements for Class 3 while Miss Baker remains on maternity 
leave. Mr Magill, as you know, has been covering the class teaching with Mrs Dickson covering each Wednesday to 
cover PPA and ECT time. Moving forwards, during spring term, to assist in the workload and the continued need to 
maintain the highest standards in the classroom Mrs Dickson will teach Literacy and Numeracy to the Year 6 children 
Monday to Wednesday mornings and Literacy to the whole class on a Thursday morning alongside PE with Andy. Mr 
Magill will remain teaching the other areas of the curriculum each afternoon and Literacy and Numeracy to year 4 
and 5 children. 
Each Monday afternoon, as we have done in previous years, the Year 6 children will remain in school with Mrs 
Dickson while the whole of class 2 and 3 travel to the Sands Centre for gymnastics and trampolining. This allows for 
some very personalised SATs revision so that all children feel happy and prepared for their tests in May. To 
compensate for missing out on the PE session, Andy will be taking the Year 6 children for PE on a Friday morning, 
with hopefully, some other year 6 children from other local schools as another way to aid transition to secondary 
school. 
I appreciate that some of you may have some questions surrounding this change and therefore I am holding a ‘drop 
in’ question and answer session on Friday, 9 January at 15:00 to answer any questions and alleviate any concerns. 
 
Forest school is currently on a break due to the poor weather we tend to get in the first half of Spring term- this will 
resume in March.  
 
As always, please ensure your children have full PE kit in school with them all week. 
 
Please see further details of the curriculum your children will be learning this spring term. If there is anything you 
feel you can support in school, please let me know. 
 
Class 1 
Big cats, small rats, tiny fleas and buzzing bees! 

This half term, we’re going to discover that animals come in all shapes and sizes! Meeting an animal expert will allow 
us to ask and answer questions, share information about the pets we have at home and write animal information 
booklets. We’ll study animal artwork, draw detailed animal pictures to capture their special features and make 
collages, sculptures and prints. Famous animal fables will make us laugh, and we will have fun reading them aloud. 
We’ll spot similarities and differences between animals, look at different habitats around the world and investigate 
camouflage. Designing a zoo is even on the agenda! 

 



 
 
Class 2  
Another busy term ahead for children in Class 2. Our main topic is ‘Predator’ where we investigate predatory 
animals, birds, insects and plants. To get us started we are visiting the Cumberland Bird of Prey Centre, after which 
we will write recounts of the trip. Art is closely linked to the topic and we are looking forward to creating collages 
and 3D bird models. We have lots of science to look forward to this term, investigating questions such as ‘How do 
fossils form?’ and ‘What do owls eat?’ Please contact school if you can help with providing owl pellets for this 
investigation! Towards the end of the term, we will create mechanisms to create some exciting greetings cards.  

Class 3 
Class 3 have an exciting and thought-provoking term ahead. Our learning will take us across the world as we explore 
geography through map work, climate, extreme weather and global trade, developing our understanding of how the 
world is connected. In history, we will study Ancient African Kingdoms and learn about significant events and 
individuals, including Britain’s role in the transatlantic slave trade and the impact this has had on society today. Our 
English work will focus on newspaper reports, persuasive letters and non-chronological reports, giving children 
opportunities to develop strong writing skills and express their viewpoints clearly. In science, we will investigate the 
human body, with a particular focus on the circulatory system, carrying out practical investigations such as 
measuring heart rate. Art, music and PE will continue to support creativity, confidence and teamwork, making this a 
rich and engaging term for everyone. 

Finally, these are the dates for your diaries! 
 
January 2026 
9 - Drop-in session for parents 
12 - Trampolining & gymnastics at The Sands Y 2-5 
15 - Tullie House online session - C2 
16 - Practice session at Eden Rock - selected girls C3 
16 - Bird of Prey Centre visit - C2 
19 - Trampolining & gymnastics at The Sands Y 2-5 
20 - Indoor cricket @ Harraby - Y5/6 
21 - 8.15am Eco Club 
21 - Church visit for values story 
25 - Christingle service 11am at All Saints Church 
26 - Trampolining & gymnastics at The Sands Y 2-5 
27 - Rugby @ Carlisle RUFC - Y5/6 
28 - County Cross Country event - selected children from C3 
29 - Residential talks for parents C2 & C3 
30 - Practice session at Eden Rock - selected girls C3 
 
February 2026 
02 - Trampolining & gymnastics at The Sands Y 2-5 
04 - 8.15am Eco Club  
06 - Culture & Diversity Day  
09 - Trampolining & gymnastics at The Sands Y 2-5 
Break for half term 16th - 20th 
23 – Trampolining & gymnastics at The Sands Y 2-5 
24 - Swimming Gala selected children C2/3 
25 – Eden Rock Primary School Climbing competition selected girls C3 
 
March 2026 
02 - Trampolining & gymnastics at The Sands Y 2-5 
03 - Small school 5 a side @ Harraby - Y3/4 
04 - 8.15am Eco Club 
09 - Trampolining & gymnastics at The Sands Y 2-5 
12 - Netball @ Central Academy Y5/6  
15 - Mothering Sunday service 11am at All Saints Church 



 
16 - Trampolining & gymnastics at The Sands Y 2-5 
17 - Dodgeball @ Cumbria University Y3/4/5/6 
18 - 8.15am Eco Club 
20 - Eco Day 
23 - Trampolining & gymnastics at The Sands Y 2-5 
27 – End of term Easter service 1.30pm at All Saints Church 
        Break for Easter Holidays 
 
 
 

Best wishes 

 

Alison Dickinson 

Head Teacher 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Trust ourselves, Trust one another, Trust God. 

 


